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REMARKS 

Claims 1 and 11 are amended. Claims 13 and 14 are cancelled and Claims 17-20 are 
added. Claims 1-12 and 15-20, as amended, remain in the application. No new matter is added 
by the amendments to the drawings and the claims. 

Applicant notes that forai PTOL-326 indicates that the certified copy of the priority 
document has not been received. Applicant's file shows that a certified copy of EP Patent 
Application No. 02405952.9 was filed with the application papers. Attached are a copy of each 
of the lYansmittal fonn PTO/SB/05, the cover page of the certified copy and the return card as 
evidence of filing of the certified copy of EP Patent AppHcation No. 02405952^9 with the patent 
application. Please advise whether Applicant will be required to file another certified copy. 

The Rejections: 

In the Office Action dated January 11, 2(K)6, the Examiner stated that the title of the 
invention is not descriptive and a new title is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to 
which the claims are directed. 

The Examiner objected to the drawings arc objected because the blank rectangular boxes 
and/or merely numbered boxes of figures 1-3 must be labeled. The Examiner stated that Fig. 2A 
should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that which is old is 
illustrated. 

The Examiner rejected Claims 11 and 12 under 35 U-S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schroder (5086883) and Mon et al (6419051). The Examiner stated that Schroder teaches 
in figures 1-4, a double deck elevator system with multiple cars 5,6 which stop at consecutive 
floors and main stopping floor (Ll,L2) which are connected by an escalator 1, but admitted that 
Schroder does not illustrate the allocation of decks based on destination calls registered from 
L1,L2. The Examiner further stated that Mon et al teaches that it is advantageous to assign the 
best deck from a double deck elevator system in order to improve response and efficiency that 
the decks of multiple double deck elevators 1-3 can be changed dynamically based on destination 
inputs £rom multiple floors and the deck assignments can further be changed after initial 
assignment. Assignment is done without respect to floors in the building and thus, to utilize the 
best deck/reassignment system of Mon et alto improve the efficiency of the system of Schroder 

000]32702\0093\68S08d.| 

8 



PA(XS/18'RCVDAT4/1(t»0064:36:27PM [Eastern DayOgMTiffl^^ 



fiPR 10 200B 16:35 FR BUTZEL LONG 



2482581439 TO 915712738300 P. 10 



would have been an obvious engineering design choice to one of ordinary skill in the ait to 
improve efficiency and response time. 

The Examiner rejected Claim 16 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schroder and Mon et al, and further in view of Siikoncn (6401874). The Examiner admitted that 
Schroder and Mon et al do not illustrate the reassignment system based on fewest number of 
stops, but stated that Siikonen teaches that for improved journey time, it is advantageous to take 
into consideration the number of stops for a double deck elevator system and thus, to utilize the 
number of stops in the assignment would have been an obvious en^eering design choice to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to improve journey time. 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1, 5, 7, 13 and 15 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schroder '883 and Mon et al, aud further in view of Schroder (4836336). The 
Examiner admitted that Schroder '883 does not illustrate a dynamic display for the deck, but 
stated that Schroder '336 illustrates both a dynamic display 9 and car display 16 to inform the 
passengers P1-P4 of the best car/deck after car allocation to better inform the passengers and 
thus, to utilize the car/deck display would have been an obvious engineering design choice to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to better inform the passengers* 

The Examiner rejected Claims 4, 6, 9 and 10 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schroder '883,'336 and Siikonen. The Examiner stated that Schroder '883, 
'336 illustrate the double deck elevator system and associated display but do not illustrate the 
assignment based on the number of stops. The Examiner further stated that Siikonen teaches that 
for improved joumey time, it is advantageous to take into consideration the number of stops for a 
double deck elevator system and thus, to utilize the number of stops in the assignment would 
have been an obvious engineering design choice to one of ordinary skill in the art to improve 
joumey time. 

The Response: 

Applicant amended the title of the invention in response to the Examiner's statement that 
the title is not descriptive. 

In response to the Examiner's objections to the drav^ings, attached are three sheets of 
drawings identified as "Annotated Sheet Showing Proposed Changes" for consideration by the 

000l32702\0093\6dsa34-l 

9 



PAGE 10/18 * RCVD AT 4/10/2008 4:38:2? PM [Eastern Daylight 



PPR 10 2006 1G:35 FR BUT2EL LONG 



2482581439 TO 915712738300 P. 11 



Examiner. The blank rectengalar boxes are labeled and the "Prior Art" legend is added to Fig. 2. 
Upon approval by the Examijier, Applicant will file replacement sheets. 

Applicant amended Claim 1 to delete "his or her allocated car deck and/or". Thus Claim 

I includes an indicating device connected to the conversion unit and being responsive to the 
ascertained car deck to indicate to the passenger at the main stopping point the main stopping 
floor associated with the allocated car deck. 

Examiner admitted that Schroder *883 does not illustrate a dynamic display for the deck, 
but stated that Schroder *336 illustrates both a dynamic display 9 and a car display 16 to inform 
the passengers P1-P4 of the best car/deck after car allocation to better inform the passengers. 
The Schroder '336 call registering circuit 9 has a keyboard 20 for entering destination floors. An 
indicator 14 is positioned above each floor door to show the travel direction of the arriving car 
decL There is no reference numeral 16 used in the Schroder '336 patent. 

Neither the call registering circuit 9 nor the indicator 14 of Schroder '336 indicates the 
main stopping floor associated with the allocated car deck. The call registering circuits 9 and the 
indicators 14 are associated with only one stopping floor each so that there is no need to allocate 
a car deck and then direct a passenger to an associated main stopping floor because the passenger 
is already at the associated stopping floor. Accordin^y, amended Clakn 1 and dependent Qaims 
2-10 arc allowable. 

The Examiner objected to Claim 14 as being dependent upon a rejected base daim, but 
stated that it would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. Applicant notes that Claim 14 contains a 
typographical error in that it should have depended from Claim 13, wherein the '^indicating" step 
is introduced, instead of Clahn 12. Applicant has combined the subject matter of original Claim 

II with the subject matter of cancelled Qaim 14 in new Claim 17. New dependent Claims 18-20 
correspond to original Claims 12, 15 and 16 respectively. In view of the Examiner's conunents 
regarding the prior art, y^plicant believes that Qaims 17-20 are allowable. 

Applicant amended Claim 11 to include the subject matter of cancelled Claims 13 and 14. 
In view of the Examiner's comments regarding the prior art» Applicant believes that Claims 11» 
12, IS and 16 are allowable. 
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The Examiner stated that the prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to Applicant's disclosure. The Examiner cited U.S. Patent No. 6,176,351 issued to 
Ikeda et al,, U.S. Patent No. 6,505,712 issued to Hattoni et al, and U.S. Patent No. 6,619,437 
issued to Hikita to illustrate similar double deck assignment systems. Applicant reviewed these 
references and found them to be no more pertinent than the prior art relied upon by the Examiner 
in the rejections. 

In view of the amendments to the claims and the above arguments. Applicant believes 
that the claims of record now define patentable subject matter over the art of record. 
Accordingly, an early Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 
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